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1. Grant Aids 

 
1.1. Elston Parish Council has a small budget for the award of grants. The Council can only 

award grants using certain legal powers and the Council must be confident that any 
grant awarded will benefit Elston Parishioners 

1.2. Grants will be considered as and when they are received by the Parish 
Council.  Grants must meet the Council’s grant criteria which are set out below and 
applications must be made on the Parish Council’s application form 

1.3. An application form can be downloaded from the Parish Council’s website. All 
applications must be accompanied by appropriate accounts or supporting financial 
information  

1.4. Forms and the supporting information must be returned to the Clerk of the Council who 
is the Responsible Financial Officer for the Council 
 

2. The Application Assessment Process 
 
2.1. The grant must meet the needs of the community, providing positive benefit to 

Parishioners. This should be demonstrated on the application 
 

2.2. Council will consider and assess the application using the following criteria: 
2.2.1. How effectively will the group use the grant to deliver the objective? 
2.2.2. Are the costs appropriate and realistic? 
2.2.3. What percentage of the total cost is being requested from the Parish Council? 
2.2.4. The size of the grant request in relation to the benefit delivered 
2.2.5. How well the organisation or group is managed, as indicated by their Constitution 
2.2.6. Is the Parish Council an appropriate funding body for this project? 

 
2.3. An application is to be completed on the Parish Council Form and supported in person 

at a Council meeting where the application is to be considered 
 

2.4. A decision will be given at the meeting at which it is considered unless it’s deferred for 
additional supporting information 
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Terms and Conditions of Awarding a Grant 

1. The amount of the award will be at the discretion of Elston Parish Council 
2. All applicants must attend a Parish Council Meeting and support their application 
3. All applications will be considered on their merits, but in general grants will be awarded 

for projects, such as the purchase of equipment, works to buildings, and improvements 
to premises or grounds. In addition, the Council may support a local community event, 
festival or other special event 

4. Grants will be awarded to voluntary groups and societies, clubs, not-for-profit 
organisations or charities operating in the Elston Parish where the benefit will be for this 
area. This list is not exclusive, and may be added to at the Council’s discretion. Only 
one application for a grant will be considered from any organisation in any one financial 
year. Ongoing commitments to award grants for future years will not be made. A fresh 
application will be required each year. This will be at the discretion of the council. 
Grants will not be made retrospectively   

5. For grant requests costing over £2,500 the Parish Council will require that the 
organisation has tendered the works e.g. by obtaining three quotes. The Parish Council 
reserves the right to request proof of the tender process. Projects notified and included 
in the Parish Council’s budget will only have the funds released on completion of the 
work 

6. The Parish Council will by exception consider applications for Capital Projects, but any 
such application will require a detailed business case with supporting evidence of 
community benefit and demonstrating support from residents for the project. For these 
grants, the council may also expect to see evidence of other third-party funding  

7. All grants awarded will be subject to  regular feedback to the Parish Council as to 
progress and community benefit   

8. Grants cannot be awarded to individuals or to regional or national charities unless it is 
for a specific project in the Parish where there will be direct benefit to Parishioners 

9. The Parish Council will take account of any previous grant made to an organisation or 
group when considering a new application  

10. No grant will be awarded to any private commercial venture for private gain 
11. Retrospective applications will not be funded where the expenditure has already 

been committed, the project completed, or the event taken place  
12. All grants will be conditional upon submission of audited accounts and supporting 

documentation detailing costs of capital expenditure, project costs or events costs for 
which the funding is being sought 

13. All grant recipients are required to provide the Parish Council with a brief 
report, including photographs where appropriate, of how the grant has been utilised, 
how it has assisted the organisation or group and what it has achieved. This must be 
submitted within three months of the purchase of the capital equipment or completion of 
the project  

14. If the grant is put to purposes other than those for which it was awarded without the 
prior approval of the Parish Council, the recipient organisation will be required to repay 
the grant in full to the Parish Council 

15. The organisation or group should supply such information as the Parish Council may 
request regarding the impact of the project on the Parish Council’s area 

16. Recognition of the grant from Elston Parish Council must be made in any publicity. 
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